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President William Green hurled a challenge at 
industry during the convention of the American 
Federation of Labor in Cincinnati. The New York 
“Times” answered in an editorial, expressing sur- 
prise at President Green’s declaration of determina- 
tion and militancy. President Green answered that 
editorial in an even more militant speech to the dele- 
gates. Here is the reply to the New York “Times.” 

By WILLIAM GREEN 
President of the American Federation of Labor 

I am certain that there are large numbers of 
citizens of this republic who are deeply impressed 
by the editorials printed 
and published in the 
New York “Times,” 
and it is for that reason 
only that I am taking 
advantage of this op- 
portunity to express my 
opinion briefly regard- 
ing the sentiments ex- 
pressed in this editorial. 

Apparently the state- 
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tion of the delegates, in the development of the 
wealth of this nation, in the address I delivered. 
No reference is made to the days when the man- 
agement of industry found its earnings so great 
that it became necessary for them to expand their 
plants, to reconstruct, to rebuild, to spend the 
money, to declare extra dividends and stock divi- 
dends in order to save themselves from paying it 
to the government in income tax. 

We hold that in those days the men who are 
referred to now as being pale because they are 
trying to find money with which to meet their 


Christmas All the Year 


By CHARLES DICKENS 


the stockholders, and labor goes hungry, children 
are underfed and undernourished and men are beg- 
ging for work, but at each quarterly period the 
stockholders of the corporations receive their 
checks as dividends. I claim that that reserve is 
as much belonging to labor as it is the stockhold- 
ers who are now being paid their dividends. 

It was that principle we had in mind when we 
declared yesterday, calling upon the government 
to require corporations to create reserves, not 
alone for the payment of dividends, but out of 
which the unemployed workers could be paid in 
order to feed them- 
selves and their families. 
Reserve, yes; it all 
comes from labor’s 
blood and labor’s sweat 
and labor’s hands. And 
I am getting very much 
disturbed over the situ- 
ation. 

How can we remain 


ment I made to the offi- 
cers and delegates to 
the convention a few 
days ago must have 
found its mark, for here 
is the reaction, and it 
has come quickly. But 
in reading the editorial, 
my friends, this fact 
stands out as most strik- 
ing, that the editor failed 
utterly to deal with the 
fundamental questions 
involved in the state- 
ment I made to the offi- 
cers and delegates in at- 
tendance at the conven- 
tion. 

The editorial of this 
paper refers sympathet- 
ically to the “pale em- 
ployer” who, he says, is 
striving hard to find 
money with which to 
pay wages; but there 
isn’t one single word in 
that editorial referring 
to the pale child and the 
pale mother and the 
broken father suffering 
from unemployment. It 
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: 3 never called into action among those to whom they should ever be strangers! 


Cee time! That man must be a misanthrope indeed in whose breast some- 
thing like a jovial feeling is not roused—in whose mind some pleasant associations 
are not awakened—by the recurrence of Christmas. There are people who will tell you 
that Christmas is not to them what it used to be; that each succeeding Christmas has 
found some cherished hope or happy prospect of the year before dimmed or passed 
away; that the present only serves to remind them of reduced circumstances and strait- 
ened incomes—of the feasts they once bestowed on hollow friends, and of the cold looks 
that meet them now, in adversity and misfortune. Never heed such dismal reminiscences. 
There are few men who have lived long enough in the world who cannot call up such 
thoughts any day in the year. Then do not select the merriest of the three hundred and 
sixty-five for your doleful recollections, but draw your chair nearer the blazing fire— 
fill the glass and send round the song. . . . 

Reflect upon your present blessings—of which every man has many—not on your 
past misfortunes, of which all men have some. Fill your glass again, with a merry face 
and contented heart. Our life on it, but your Christmas shall be merry, and your new 
year a happy one! 

Who can be insensible to the outpourings of good feeling, and the honest inter- 
change of affectionate attachment which abound at this season of the year? A Christmas 
family-party! We know nothing in nature more delightful! There seems a magic in the 
very name of Christmas. Petty jealousies and discords are forgotton; social feelings are 
awakened in bosoms to which they have ‘long been strangers; father and son, or brother 
and sister, who have met and passed with averted gaze, or a look of cold recognition, 


for months before, proffer and return the cordial embrace, and bury their past animosities 


in their present happiness. Kindly hearts that have yearned toward each other, but have 
been withheld by false notions of pride and self-dignity, are again reunited, and all is 
kindness and benevolence! Would that Christmas lasted the whole year through (as it 
ought), and that the prejudices and passions which deform our better nature were 
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still when, after three 
years, our people are 
still hungry? And there 
is nothing in this edi- 
torial that. even sug- 
gests a remedy. We 
proposed it. We begged 
for the kind of peaceful 
co-operation referred to. 
With all the power we 
possess we begged the 
employers of labor to 
meet with us; we 
begged the government 
to call a conference for 
the purpose of taking 
care of the unemployed, 
to find work for the job- 
less. The government 
refused. I have pleaded 
personally with the rep- 
resentatives of the em- 
ploying interests in this 
nation to meet with 
labor. 
Three years have 
gone by; nothing has 
been. done. We are 
meeting with a great 
congress of labor when 
a great emergency ex- 
ists. What do they ex- 


was for the unemployed we pleaded, it was for 
the millions who have gone to bed hungry, night 
after night and day after day for well nigh three 
years. I ask you and all who have read this edi- 
torial if you find in it one note of hope for these 
unemployed. Has it suggested a better remedy, a 
better plan than we have presented to the general 
public, to employers of labor and to the repre- 
sentatives of our great government? 


Then, again, there has been no reference made 
to the effort of labor, to which I called the atten- 


payrolls committed a crime against labor that has 
not yet been righted, and committed a wrong that 
has not yet been answered. And many of the cor- 
porations of this country, those who forced upon 
labor, not only one reduction, but two, three and 
more, are still paying dividends to their stockhold- 
ers out of the reserves created by labor during 
those prosperous days. 

There are many corporations in America that 
thus far have not failed during all these three 
years of suffering and strife to pay dividends to 


pect us to do? Sit still? They mistake our 
patience and self-control. They feel we have lost 
courage, but we haven’t; the fighting spirit is in 
the labor movement. All it needs is to be aroused, 
and we have notified the world that it is aroused 
and we are going to fight, not with physical vio- | 
lence and force, but with our economic strength, 
for the six-hour day and the five-day week. 

In making this fight we are making the fight for 
the nation itself; we are making the fight for the 
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(Continued on Page Two) 


Rail Wage Conference 
Results in Agreement 


The wage conference of the railway brother- 
hoods and the railroad managers continues at Chi- 
cago, with the managers persisting in their de- 
mands for wage reductions and the brotherhoods 
just as strenuously persisting in their demand that 
any reduction must be of a temporary nature, by 
extension of the present agreement. The labor 
delegates complain bitterly that the conference has 
degenerated into an exchange of letters. 

With the last union representing approval early 
Thursday the wage parley reached agreement with 
a compromise to extend for nine months the 10 
per cent deduction of the basic wage scale. 

pew ree S 
TRIAL OF ABE RUEF SET 

Abe Ruef, former San Francisco political power, 
pleaded not guilty last week before Police Judge 
Tyrrell of Oakland on a charge of violating the 
state labor law. Trial was set for December 29. 

eS Sea eas 
MILK WAGON DRIVERS ELECT 

Lee J. Jaymot was elected president and Steve 
Gillegan recording secretary of the Milk Wagon 
Drivers’ Union at the “runoff” election on Wednes- 
day last, made necessary by the failure of any 
candidate for these offices to receive a majority in 
last week’s voting. The completed official roster 
of the union is: President, Lee J. Jaymot; vice- 
president, Charles R. Brown; secretary-treasurer, 
M. E. Decker; recording secretary, Steve Gillegan; 
business agent, William J. Casey, and trustee, Carl 
-Rehbock. 
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John O’Connell Is Recipient 
Of Token of Appreciation 


Draftsmen and Technical Engineers’ Union No. 
11 is composed of an appreciative group of work- 
ers, not backward about showing their sentiments. 
During this pre-Christmas week a delegation from 
that union waited on John O’Connell, secretary of 
the San Francisco Labor Council, and informed 
him that the union had delegated to them the duty 
of delivering a Christmas present. They handed 
him a bulky package, and after unraveling what 
seemed like miles of wrapping paper a comb and 
brush were disclosed. John’s lower jaw dropped, 
because, just between friends, it’s a long time since 
he had use for these toilet accessories. 

After enjoying his discomfiture for a few mo- 
ments, the delegation started to leave, but the 
spokesman of the group was suddenly aware of 
another package which, he said, had been over- 
looked. He thereupon took from his pocket what 
was the real occasion of the visit, and presented 
O’Connell with a valuable wrist watch, “in appre- 
ciation of the many services rendered the union.” 
John now proudly displays his gift to friends and 
is as happy as a small boy with a new baseball 
outfit. 


“FACTORY TO MEN’S WEAR 


When you buy Eagleson union-made shirts 
you get lowest “Factory to Wearer” prices 
and you help local industry. Our other union- 
made lines include: 


NECKWEAR - SWEATERS - SUSPENDE! 
GARTERS - UNDERWEAR - HOSE - GLOVES 


736 Market Street 1118 Market Street 


140 Kearny Street 
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MODIFIES NIGHT WORK ORDER 


Women will be permitted to work between 6 and 
10 p. m. in Wisconsin, according to a recent ruling 
of the Wisconsin Industrial Commission, provided 
that certain stringent requirements have been met 
by their employers. Modification of the existing 
night work order came about in response to re- 
quests by certain industrial interests of the state 
who argued that they would be able to employ 
more persons if allowed to employ women after 
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WISCONSIN’S MINIMUM WAGE 


Requests by certain Wisconsin industrial inter- 
ests for a reduction in minimum wage rates for 
minors further than the 10 per cent reduction or- 
dered in June, 1932, were refused by the State In- 
dustrial Commission on the basis that such a step 
would violate the legislative standard. 


HOUSE VOTES FOR BEER 


Terminating a tumultuous debate lasting two 
days, the House of Representatives on Wednesday 
last passed the Collier beer bill, legalizing bever- 
ages containing 3.2 per cent of alcohol by weight, 
equivalent to 4 per cent by volume. The vote was 
230 to 165. 

All attempts to add amendments to the bill were 
voted down, and the measure as passed provides 
for a tax of $5 a barrel on beer. One of the 
amendments provided for reduction of the alco- 
holic content to 2.75 per cent. 


The bill now goes to the Senate, and leaders of 
that body announced that it will be given prompt 
consideration. The action of President Hoover, 
should the measure receive the sanction of both 
houses, is problematical. 


APPEAL FOR MILITANCY 


(Continued from Page One) 
women and children; we are making the fight for 
honest, able-bodied men who want to earn a decent 
living for themselves and for their families. 


Industrial management mechanized industry. 
They said, “We will do the work with machinery, 
we will produce more, we will displace working- 
men through the introduction of machinery and 
power.” 


Very well! That you may do, but we say if you 
are going to do that you must adjust the working 
time so that these men and women displaced are 
given an opportunity to work. We carry the re- 
sponsibility and the blame to the door of indus- 
try; we place it where it properly belongs. You 
are responsible, industrial management, for our 
militant fighting attitude, if I may put it that way. 

And I want to repeat to you what I said that, 
so far as I am concerned,.I shall arouse the fight- 
ing spirit of the men of labor. We will select those 
who are the best ready to fight, we will make them 
the spearhead in this effort, we will draw the line 
of battle and we will carry the struggle to the 
door of industry, of management, until the bat- 
tle is won. 

(At this point in the address the entire audi- 
ence arose and applauded vigorously.) 

This is the reply which I desire to make to this 
editorial. I am glad they paid us the compliment 
of recognizing that we are deeply in earnest. 
When a great paper like this writes an editorial 
of that kind we can arrive at the conclusion that, 
after all, our shot has hit the mark and we are 
counting for something at least. 
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Hoover Wage Slashes 
“Meet Defeat in House 


Washington dispatches state that, acting on the 
recommendation of its appropriation committee, 
the House of Representatives refused to incor- 
porate President Hoover’s proposed 11 per cent 
additional wage cut for government employees in 
the bill making appropriations for the Treasury 
Department and the Post Office Department for 
the fiscal year beginning next July. 

Democratic leaders in the House said this means 
the end of Hoover’s extra pay slash scheme so far 
as that body is concerned. Senate leaders also ex- 


-pressed themselves in opposition to the measure. 


The 11 per cent pay slash was strongly opposed 
by the American Federation of Labor. Secretary 
Frank |Morrison headed a delegation from the 
Federation which took the matter up with Chair- 
man Byrns of the House Appropriations Commit- 
tee when the extra pay slash scheme was before 
the committee. 

Strong representations are being made to the 
Senate committee in behalf of the post office and 
other government employees against the reduction, 
and it is hoped that the action of the House will 
be duplicated in the Senate. San Francisco unions 
should join with the Labor Council in immediately 
forwarding protests against the wage cut to sen- 
tors and representatives in Congress. 

———SS SS 


DEATH OF UNION OFFICIAL 


John M. Finan, for twenty-three years vice- 
president of the Brotherhood of Painters, Deco- 
rators and Paperhangers of America, died in 
Cleveland, Ohio, December 8, after a short illness. 

ee 
ARE WE CONSTITUTION-SLAVES? 
Editor Labor Clarion. 

Sir: In the greatest crisis of this nation its lead- 
ing statesman-poet wrote, “(Man is more than con- 
stitutions.” He added, “New occasions teach new 
duties; time makes ancient good uncouth.” Our 
forefathers arranged their governmental affairs in 
accord with the then conditions, travel by sailing 
vessel on the ocean, by horse or mule power by 
land and their fast mail by pony express. Today 
mossbacks who favored retaining these old meth- 
ods would be derided as sheer idiots. 

Nevertheless, in matters governmental, political 
and economical, we as a nation appear afraid to 
adopt any up-to-date improvements, however de- 
sirable, sensible and attainable these may be. 

Specially notable is this in regard to our last 
presidential election’s notable results—a popular 
landslide utterly condemned the continuation of 
that “noble experiment,” prohibition, and called 
for an immediate reversal of all its results, such 
as overcrowding our jails with law-breakers who 
are not criminals, choking our courts with count- 
less cases, raising regiments of racketeers, boot- 
leggers and speakeasyites, plus an army of snoop- 
ers, spies and sneaks who would have arrested 
and arraigned Jesus Christ as a felon. 

By overwhelming majorities our people voted 
to end this farcical failure; but, we are told, the 
Constitution precludes all possibility of ridding 
ourselves of the incubus for two years, and pos- 
sibly more. 

We have rid ourselves of ox-cart and pony- 
express methods without disrespect to the fore- 
fathers. Why not also rid ourselves of their anti- 
quated political practices and make a Constitu- 
tion to accord with the advanced conditions of 
this twentieth century? Or shall we remain po- 
litically, economically and nationally slaves of the 
dead past? Let’s turn a new up-to-date leaf in 
1933! EDWARD BERWICK. 

Pacific Grove, Calif., Dec. 17, 1932. 
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Social Revolution or 
Chaos, Say Technocrats 


Technocracy, the term applied to a new economic 
theory promulgated by a group of technicians, en- 
gineers and scientists centered at Columbia Uni- 
versity, has aroused the interest of the econo- 
mists and industrialists of -the country. A brief 
discussion of the subject is given here, reprinted 
from the Los Angeles “Illustrated Daily News.” 
It is but natural that, like all new theories, the 
plan has aroused much criticism. But there is a 
tendency to withhold condemnation until more is 
known of the subject: 

“Technocracy anticipates a rapid elimination of 
waste in production such as is now prevalent in our 
industries, with a corollary conservation of our 
natural resources. The automobile industry is 
cited as an example. The technologist is able to 
produce at the present time an automobile shaped 
on the bottom like a boat, with individual wheel 
suspension, exposed non-rustable steel parts, fric- 
tionless bearings, an average performance of 300,- 
000 miles without overhauling, and a life span ten 
times longer than that of the average car obtain- 
able today. 

“Advanced technological machinery could turn 
out such a car faster and with less man power (al- 
though at a higher energy cost), than was con- 
ceivable a few years ago. It is inevitable that such 
machinery will be installed, and such automobiles 
manufactured. It is even rumored that there are 
several companies contemplating their manufac- 
ture. 

“When the day comes for these cars to appear 
we shall no longer pass vacant lots piled high with 
the twisted carcasses of discarded autos, rusting 
on a junk heap. Our new autos will have an aver- 
age lifetime of fifty years, barring damage. At 
the rate of present manufacture, however (800,000 
cars a year), we could replace all the cars in the 
United States in four and a half years. Then 
what? With no replacement, there would be fur- 
ther decline in employment, to say nothing of au- 
tomobile stocks and bonds. 

“Why don’t we put lifetime razor blades, shoes 
which are practically indestructible, clothing made 
from fiber of better wearing quality than either 
wool or cotton and cheaper than wood pulp, on the 
market? The technologist says he could do it. But 
it would throw thousands of men out of work and 
close down half the factories in the country. The 
Price system as it operates in industry is based on 
lower production costs, keen competition and con- 
tinual replacement needs. It allows for no adequate 
economic or technological control of industry. 

“We have always survived industrial crises, and 
inventions have turned out to be landmarks of 
progress, it is declared. 

“But this argument no longer holds, according 
to Technologists. Technological mechanization, or 
the application of engineering to machinery, has 
So increased the power of machines themselves 
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that man has become a mere tender, rather than a 
controlling operator of his mechanical rival. More- 
over, the newest inventions are always the most 
highly mechanized, and the new industries result- 
ing from them offer the slightest opportunities for 
widespread employment in consequence. 

“Howard Scott of the Technocracy group at Co- 
lumbia University points out that machinery de- 
veloped in the decade between 1914 and 1925 en- 
abled one man in 1925 to take the piace of three 
men in 1914. The ratio since that time (1925) has 
risen so that one man has displaced many times 
that number. A few examples of the unequal com- 
petition between man and machinery will illus- 
trate this fact. 


“Agriculture was the first, and is still the basic 
industry of man. For thousands of years he 
wrested his living from the earth with crude, time- 
devouring instruments of his own making. Later, 
he had oxen and plows to help him. One hundred 
years ago one man and two oxen plowed an acre 
field in six hours and forty minutes. Today one 
man and a two-plow tractor can plow an acre 
field in one hour and ten minutes. 

“The Technocrats declare that it would be possi- 
ble now to produce a self-guiding tractor which 
would permit one man to direct the plowing of an 
entire farm at a time rate of five minutes an acre. 
This is the tractor of the not far distant future. 

“The Technocrats solemnly warn those conserv- 
atives who refuse to take them too seriously that 
unless they heed the handwriting on the wall the 
Present depression and its dreadful consequences 
in human want and suffering will be as nothing to 
the debacle that will follow. 

“Under present conditions the zero hour in in- 
dustry is scheduled for the year 1940. 

“By that time mechanization in industry will 
have displaced all but a negligible number of the 
men and women now employed. 

““There must be a planned social revolution or 
the unemployed masses will arise and plunge the 
nation into chaos,’ Howard Scott has declared. 
Capitalists themselves will eventually lead the so- 
cial revolution, for they will realize that they are 
unable to profit on their investments under the 
present price system.” 

———— en 

SAN FRANCISCO’S RELIEF WORK 

In a public statement early in the week outlin- 
ing the scope of relief extended by the City and 
County of San Francisco to those out of work, 
and accounting for the relief funds provided by 
the $6,500,000 bond issue, C. M. Wollenberg, di- 
rector of relief, said that between $450,000 and 
$500,000 is being spent monthly by the committee 
in charge. Indications were, he said, that similar 
amounts would be spent in the coming few 
months. The average family of five persons re- 
ceives $42.83 a month under the relief plan, said 
Wollenberg. 


Pressmen Win Point 
In Scale Proceedings 


Union pressmen won a victory in Chicago in al 
ruling last week by Federal Judge John P. Barnes, 
arbitration board chairman, sustaining the union’s 
motion to strike from the record all the publishers” 
counter-proposal and confine*the discussion to the 
number of pressmen to a crew. i 

Web, Pressmen’s Union No. 7 seeks to add. three 
men‘on ‘some crews and four on others,..as.a proper| 
and necessary stép. The hearing has beer! tesumed 
as to those, paragraphs in the agreement relating! 


to manning of presses: 4 seth | 
James A.’ Marsh and “Ebert H. Chant, repre- 
senting the Pressmen,. concurred. with Chairman: 
Barnes. L. B. Rock, Chicago “Daily News” Busi- 
ness manager, and Martin V. Kelly, proxy. for! 
John Park, Chicago “Tribune” production man- 
ager, announced intention of filing appeal to the 
International Board of Arbitration. The publishers 
had included in their counter-proposal a suggested 
15 per cent reduction in wages and also asked 
changes in the overtime provisions of the contract. 
Judge Barnes ruled that the publishers’ proposals 
were not submitted within the time limit set by 
the contract, and therefore were not arbitrable 
and could not be considered. ; 
eee ig eae 
DECLARED DUAL ORGANIZATION 
The “Association of Certified Welders” of Seat- 
tle, declared to be a dual movement to the bona 
fide trade union movement, was placed on. the 
“unfair list” of the Central Labor Council last 
Wednesday night.— “Washington State Labor 
News.” POET 
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“A Merry Christmas to All” 

In this season of “Peace on earth, good will to 
men,” the Labor Clarion joins in the universal 
greeting of “A Merry Christmas” to its readers. 
May the spirit which permeates the great Christian 
festival be prevalent, with the good cheer that is 
associated with the occasion for all. 


— See 
Dividends and Wages 


Wage-cutting employers, their economists and 
journalists, persist in their contention that the 
financial plight of those who own and control in- 
dustry warrants continued onslaughts on the work- 
ers’ standard of living in order that the money 


taken from. employees. by pay slashes may be. 


transferred to the pockets of the stockholders and 
thus relieve them fromthe alleged necessity of 
joining the breadlines composed of jobless work- 
ing men and women, says the American Federa- 
tion of Labor “Weekly News.” 


The financial columns of metropolitan papers 
do not warrant the position taken by these anti- 
labor propagandists. One issue of the “Christian 
Science Monitor” listed several corporations as 
having paid “regular” quarterly dividends. 

The complete list of corporations which are pay- 
ing regular dividends to their stockholders while 
their officials are howling about the necessity of 
further wage cuts would be long enough to weary 
the eyes of ordinary mortals. 

It takes all kinds of “patriots” to 
country. 


make a 
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Gotham’s Money Hoards 


“Here in the great vaults of the key banks of 
the country rest such piles of wealth as would 
stagger old man Croesus and which indicate that 
banking is laying back in the traces while the 
nation languishes,” says an I. L. N. S. dispatch 
from New York, which continues: 

“News of these enormous piles of wealth was 
brought out through announcement that a one- 
year government loan for $2,500,000 was over- 
subscribed sixteen times and at the amazingly low 
interest rate of three-fourths of 1 per cent for a 
year. At the same time Wall Street oversubscribed 
nearly twenty times for a government issue of 
$350,000,000 at 234 per cent for four years. Thus 
for these two issues Wall Street offered $10,805,- 
000,000, part of it at three-fourths of 1 per cent 
a year, part at 234 per cent a year. 

“Meanwhile the story continues that there is 
no credit available for industry and employment, 
even at so-called normal interest rates. 

.“Wall Street has the gold and it isn’t caring a 
hang for industry or the workers.” 
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Nation’s Interest Paramount 
The six-hour day applied to the railroads would 
provide employment for from 60,000 to 100,000 
additional workers at the present rate of opera- 
tion and from 300,000 to 350,000 at the 1930 rate, 
the Interstate Commerce Commission has reported 
to Congress. 


The commission said that the increase in oper- 
ating expenses under the shorter work day would 
be $630,000,000 yearly at the wage rates of 1930, 
but that this amount would be cut to $570.000,000 
a year if the existing 10 per cent wage reductions 
zre continued. 

The report declared that the six-hour day would 
have no adverse effect on the operations and ser- 
vice of the railroad industry if revenues were suf- 
ficient to cover the increased operating expenses 
and maintain credit. 

In spite of these facts as found by the commis- 
sion, the railroads no doubt will continue in their 
present policies until such time as Congress takes 
some radical action. Their chief interest, naturally, 
is in making returns to the holders of securities 
based on inflated values. 

But unless some action looking to the interests 
of the workers is taken by the railroads there is 
apt to be a demand that control of this great 
industry be taken from private hands and the 
roads administered for the best interests of the 
whole country. : 

Even now it may be in order for Congress to 
consider the nationalization of the roads, taking 
them over in the same manner as was done in war 
time, and administering them with three objects 
in view—providing transportation at reasonable 
rates, payment of adequate wages to the workers, 
and issuance of government obligations based on 
current value of the roads at a low rate of inter- 
est in payment for all securities and stock certitfi- 
cates. 

Radical? Revolutionary? Yes. But, as a corre- 
-pondent of the Labor Clarion suggests, “Why not 

. make a constitution in accord with the ad- 
vanced conditions of this twentieth century? Or 
shall we remain politically, economically and na- 
tionally slaves of the dead past?” 

ee, 


Hoover May Be Mistaken 


Replying to a letter from Judge James H. Wil- 
kerson of Chicago, asking President Hoover not 
to resubmit his nomination for a judgeship in the 
United States Circuit Court of Appeals, the Presi- 
dent said: 

“IT deeply regret that you have come to this 
conclusion. I should have been proud to submit 
your name because I am confident that the people 
at large feel, as I do, the important and devoted 
service you have given, and the high contribution 
you have made to the judiciary of the United 
States.” 

Organized labor fought Judge Wilkerson’s con- 
firmation from the moment President Hoover sub- 
mitted his name to the Senate last winter. At the 
time of the railway shopmen’s strike in 1922 he 
issued one of the most notorious injunctions 
against the trade unions connected with it ever 
promulgated by any federal judge in a labor dis- 
pute, and in 1928 went still further with an in- 
junction which restrained the Chicago Federation 
of Musicians from exercising practically all the 
ordinary activities of a trade union. 

In the United States Senate last winter Senator 
Norris of Nebraska denounced Wilkerson’s in- 
junction in the musicians’ case as “an order of 
involuntary servitude” and-a “decree of human 
slavery.” 

The President evidently has been as mistaken 
in estimating the will of the people in this in- 
stance as he was on other subjects during the 
campaign. Wilkerson himself, recalling that the 
Senate judiciary committee had refused to con- 


firm his nomination, said “there seemed to be no 
reason to expect a different result during the 
present session.” That ought to be sufficient an. 
swer to the President’s statement as to the fee]. 
ing of “the people at large.” 
ee 


Reminiscent of Happier Times 
The inclination to say “I told you so” must be 
difficult to control by the man who wrote the 
subjoined article. It is from the Chicago “Trib. 


une,” and is undated. It was written, evidently, 


some time in the boom period of 1925-1928. The 
conditions outlined are a strain on the imagination 
viewed in the light of the prevailing depression: 


“The present return to prosperity in the United 
States has brought with it the usual cry of a 
shortage of labor. The United States Steel Cor- 
poration began to complain some time ago. Last 
week it raised wages 11 per cent. It was the sec- 
ond raise in a few months. Building employers 
are signing contracts with labor at advanced rates, 
Many factories have raised wages. 


“Large employers of labor are lobbying against 
immigration restriction. They want to let in cheap 
labor. Smaller employers are complaining that 
labor overhead is eating up their profits. With 
various employers bidding for their services work- 
men are growing independent, and in some cases 
negligent and inefficient. 

“From the point of view of many employers, 
and of some persons whose incomes are not in- 
creasing, that is sad. It should not be. Let even 
these compare the present situation with that of 
two years ago and they will choose the present. 
Better a shortage than a surplus of labor. 

“What if at present we are producing only 90 
per cent of the wealth we might produce if we 
had ample labor at lower wages? The fact re- 
mains that we are producing not only goods, but 
a live market for those goods. 

“To say that the supply of labor is below the 
demand is to say that the supply of goods pro- 
duced by labor is below the demand. That prom- 
ises a continuation of demand both for goods and 
labor. That means prosperity. That is what we 
have and what we hope to see continue. Even 
among those who complain of the labor shortage 
and the high overhead costs of business in conse- 
quence we note few failures compared with the 
time when we had a surplus of labor and conse- 
quently low overhead. 

“Between the two situations, we’ll choose the 
one of labor shortage rather than labor surplus. 
If the present status of labor, business and pros- 
perity in this country means trouble, we’re glut- 
tons for punishment, and we believe the workers 
and most business men will take some with us.” 


pe ee ee 
NO VOTE, NO WORK 


Harvey C. Fremming, director of the Los An- 
geles County Bureau of Employment Stabiliza- 
tion, states that all persons who failed to vote at 
either the August primary or November general 
election will have their names stricken from the 
employment lists in his office. This action was 
taken in accord with action of the Board of Super- 
visors, and was in response to the request of the 
Los Angeles County Unemployed Voters’ Asso- 
ciation.—Los Angeles “Citizen.” 

a—_—_—___—___ 
MISS PERKINS FOR LABOR SECRETARY 


Resolutions urging Governor Roosevelt to con- 
sider Frances Perkins, state industrial commis- 
sioner of New York, for the labor portfolio in his 
cabinet, have been adopted by officials of more 
than fifty civic and social organizations. An op- 
ponent of Miss Perkins for the appointment is 
Daniel J. Tobin, president of the Teamsters’ -In- 
ternational Union and a former vice-president of 
the American Federation of Labor. 
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FROM LABOR VIEWPOINT 


“Profound pride as an American in the history 
of labor in this country” was voiced by President 
Hoover .at the laying of the cornerstone of the 
new $11,250,000 Department of Labor building in 
Washington on December 15. 

The deficit in the federal government treasury 
on December 15 was $1,142,473,015. On that date 
the government had collected from all sources 
$876,693,402, and had spent $2,019,166,417. Secre- 
tary Mills, in his annual report to Congress, esti- 
mated that the present fiscal year would end in 
June with a deficit of $1,644,344,757, if the pay- 
ment to the sinking fund was made. 


Instead of reducing the salaries of minor em- 
ployees of the government in the interest of na- 
tional economy a richer field will be found for 
curtailment in abuses such as the scandalous sub- 
sidies paid to shipowners under the guise of trans- 
portation of mail. Representative Kelly of Penn- 
sylvania, who calls the subsidies “an absurdity,” 
will have the support of the country in his efforts 
to destroy this graft. 


Governor Rolph has become a convert to the 
policy of using funds derived from the gasoline 
tax for the retirement of highway bonds, and 
urges this measure to bolster depleted general 
funds. The California State Automobile Associa- 
tion is vigorously opposing the plan, claiming that 
it would constitute misappropriation of funds 
levied for a specific purpose. It would seem that 
there should be a limit also to the taxation of the 
automobile. 


Standard Statistics Company, “reliable for in- 
terpretation of economic conditions based on 
facts,” takes a rather gloomy view of the imme- 
diate future. It says: “Expectations of near-term 
business recovery, which appeared good two 
months ago, are distinctly less bright at present. 
Activity is experiencing more than the full sea- 
sonal recession. Recovery in industry and 
trade as a whole seems rather definitely post- 
poned until next spring...” 


. The Children’s Bureau of the Department of 
Labor has found that the number of children at 
work in any community depends entirely upon 
labor supplies in the absence of restrictive legis- 
lation. In parts of the country it finds the de- 
pression has brought new demands for child labor. 
In other places adults can now be employed for 
the low price formerly paid children and are being 
taken in preference. The decline in child labor will 
not be permanent, the bureau warns, unless child 
labor and school attendance laws are enacted and 
enforced. 


It is not surprising that the National Trans- 
portation Committee, over which former President 
Coolidge presides, has encountered obstacles to 
its rather indefinite program. Probably because 
of his position in the insurance world, and there- 
fore particularly interested in investments, the 
representatives of railway labor charge that the 
committee is looking after the interests of railroad 
bondholders rather than of the workers, and is 
not in position to make an impartial investigation 
into the problems of labor. Added to this, there 
have been sharp disputes among the committee- 
men themselves as to whether the committee has 
authority to study railroad wages; whether a fur- 
ther reduction in wages is, in fact, necessary; 
whether the matter can be decided between labor 
and the executives themselves; whether the ques- 
tion of truck competition should be held in abey- 


THE LABOR CLARION 


ance until the railroads will have agreed on joint 
recommendations with the Highway Users’ As- 
sociation; and, finally, whether the formal printed 
report and recommendations of -the American 
Railway Association had the unanimous approval 
of all railroad executives. 


“There are not enough jobs to go around. Even 
if the country was to return tomorrow to so-called 
‘normal times’ there would not be enough jobs. 
Besides general unemployment due to the closing | 
of plants and factories, we have technological and | 
sociological unemployment. By technological un- 
employment I mean that many men have per- 
manently lost their jobs to machines, for machines 
can do their work far more cheaply and efficiently. 
By sociological unemployment I mean that through 
changes in fashion, in public demand for certain. 
kinds of goods, and substitution of goods, certain 
skilled crafts have become practically obsolete.” 
The foregoing are not the utterances of an amateur 
economist, but the carefully chosen remarks of 
Dr. H. S. Person, managing director of the Taylor 


Society, during a discussion of unemployment in 
New York. 


In reporting adversely on Paul Scharrenberg’s ; 
resolution for a constitutional amendment provid- 
ing for a five-day week and a six-hour day, the: 
legislative committee of the American Federation , 
of Labor convention called attention to the diffi-, 
culty of amending the constitution, and instanced | 
the successful blocking of the child-labor amend- : 
ment. “In addition,” said the committee, “experi- : 
ence has taught us that the shorter work week has” 
not come through legislative processes, except, of ! 
course, for those who are employed directly by} 
the government or in interstate commerce and! 
must depend upon legislative action. But the great 
mass of workers has progressed successively from ! 
twelve to ten hours, then to eight hours, and now, { 
in many instances, to forty-four or forty hours 
weekly, through the power of their economic or-' 
ganizations.” Which, of course, is gospel truth. | 
And the answer is, Build up the power of these | 
economic organizations (the unions) and be pre- 
pared to make the fight for the thirty-hour week. 

————_@—_—__—_—_ 

CHILD PROTECTION IN LOUISIANA 

Louisiana legislation adopted this year requires 
children between 14 and 16 to have completed 
the sixth grade before they may receive work 
permits in New Orleans and provides for tem- 
porary work permits being issued to those with 
physical defects pending correction. 

——-— — — > —_____ 
WHY EMULATE THE OSTRICH? 

This loud talking group of “American institu- 
tionists” who seek to becloud every real issue by 
their cries of “the reds are coming” occupy the 
same fatuous position as did the czar and his so- 
called “advisers” prior to their demise and defeat. 

What we want in America is discussion and an 
intelligent approach to the question of the division 
of earnings and the benefits that can come from 
industry. 

What we do not want is the continued confusing 
of issues by matters that are not present or con- 
nected with them. The recent vote indicates how 
silly has been the claims that “reds” will take our 
country or that they have made any gains to that 
end. 

What we ought to do, and we hope the new 
administration promptly proceeds to do it, is to 
recognize Russia so that the orderly processes of 
trade and diplomatic relations can be resumed. 

Then let Russia manage Russian affairs from a 
Russian viewpoint and America from an American 
viewpoint. 

The political and economic situations in both 
countries would likely be improved by this pro- 
cedure.—‘Wyoming Labor Journal,” 


| ROOSEVELT’S OPPORTUNITY 


By WILLIAM A. NICKSON. 

American citizens have spoken in no uncertain 
terms. It would-be childish to claim the result of 
the late presidential election: was a victory for 
the Democratic party. It was a blow atthe sophis- 
try of “rugged individualism” and the hypocrisy 
of the Republican party regarding prohibition dur- 
ing the last four years. We have arrived at the 
place where constructive measures must supplant 
legislation which has drained the national treasury 
without affording the relief needed by the -suffer- 
ing business men and workers. “Now is the time 
for all good men and women to come to the aid of 
‘our country.’” Franklin D. Roosevelt will have 
the greatest opportunity of his life to demonstrate 
his leadership, and judging by the past he will lead 
the people out of the desert of depression into the 
promised land of prosperity. 


We have reached the apex of expansion and pro- 
duction. What is needed now is intelligent distri- 
bution. This can be accomplished by giving the 
workers a saving as well as a working wage. 
Shorter hours and the five-day week will take up 
the slack of unemployment. Elimination of child 
labor and the increasing assault on the sweatshop 
and slums are agenda of intelligent citizens which 
will determine whether democracy will triumph 
over special interests. 


Success of the incoming government depends 
largely on those that compose the electorate. Will 
they rise to their responsibility and continue to 
discuss the problems which affect their welfare_or 
lapse into a state of dependence upon a type of 
politicians who are chiefly concerned with their 
own gain? “Organization and Education” must 
be the workers’ watchwords. Those outside the 
old of unionism during the present depression will 
feel the necessity of- joining their organized breth- 
ren, and this will advance the solidarity of the 
workers’ movement. 


Supersalesmanship and promotional enterprise 
outstripped the general rise in wages during the 
so-called prosperous years. A continual ballyhoo 
by highly paid writers and columnists brought 
about a gambling fever in a race for profits on a 
rising market, much to the glee of the stockbrok- 
ers, who became wealthy through commissions 
without any risks. Company unions were expected 
to buy stocks of their individual companies, ‘all of 
which tended further to enslave the misguided em- 
ployees. Then came the crash of October, 1929, 
followed by a depression which still persists. 

Have the workers learned their lesson or will 
they continue to follow false prophets? Education 
must keep step with industry, and this means that 
collective bargaining will stop the waste of inter- 
necine strife as expressed by strikes, the crude 
but sure method of the workers, with the corollary 
of the professional strikebreaker, gunman and de- 
tective agency to wring money from the hard- 
headed corporations and add to the miseries of the 
workers. Through collective bargaining and arbi- 
tration, peace and prosperity are assured. The 
worker and employer have equal responsibility. 
And the gist of the matter of prosperity is that 
good wages and steady employment mean a greater 
movement of commodities, for the worker desires 
a truly American standard of living. 


ae See ACB: 
GASOLINE TAX SHRINKAGE 


The State of California finds itself confronted 
with the largest decrease in gasoline tax revenues 
ever experienced. Motor vehicle fuel taxes for 
November, 1932, are $252,430.70 less than those 
assessed for the same month last year. This repre- 
sents a loss of 7.7 per~cent, and is the largest 
shrinkage that has ever occurred in the tax, ac- 
cording to R. E. Collins of Redding, chairman of 
the State Board of Equalization. 


\Reactions of Press | 
To Labor’s Demands 


American: newspapers have almost entirely 
missed ‘the: point of labor’s demand for the quick 
adoption of the six-hour day, five-day week to 
ptovide work for the. unemployed, says an I. L. 
‘N. §S. dispatch ie Oliver E. Carruth from Wash- 
itigton. 

“Since the recent Cincinnati convention of the 
“American Federation of Labor emphatically de- 
‘elared for the six-hour’ day, five-day week, news- 
papers throughout the country have been criticiz- 
‘ing the demand. But with a few exceptions they 
‘have shown little appreciation of its true signifi- 
cance. 


The newspapers have largely failed to show that 
labor’s demand is only part of a comprehensive pro- 
gram designed to strike at the deep-seated abuses 
in finance and industry. They largely ignore the 
‘fact that the demand is one of several which seek 
to drastically modify the present industrial system , 
-by. giving the wage earner an ‘increased share in. 
the profits, a greater voice in management and a 
much greater degree of security of employment. 
They also largely ignore the fact that the demand 
‘for immediate shortening of work periods is more 
than justified by industry’s tremendous and almost | 
unbelievable increases in production during the, 
‘last ten years. Only the labor press ‘has fully: 
pointed out the true meaning of labors’ demands’ 
“as‘expressed at Cincinnati. 

New York Misses Point | 

Typical of the newspaper criticisms which miss | 
-the.point of labor’s demand is that of the New: 
York “Times,” which drew a spirited rejoinder’ 
.from President William Green of the A. F. of L. at 
-the Cincinnati convention. 

The New York “Herald-Tribune” shows no bet- 
.ter understanding. of labor’s demand than the 
“Times.” It argues for the share-the-work plan 
-as the ‘best means of aiding the unemployed and 
seeks to brush aside labor’s demand as “an attack 
of nerves.” 

Demanding the “maintenance of peace,” the 
conservative Boston “Transcript” virtually says 
that labor should take no action in its: own interest 
at ‘the present tinie. 

The’ conservative, if not reactionary, Washing- 
ton, D. C., “Post” takes a view somewhat ‘similar 
to. that of the “Transcript.” 

Other papers also: argue that the six-hour day 
five-day week, or thirty-hour week, would decrease 
employment. The Boise, Idaho, “Statesman” says’ 
that “instead of giving more men employment the 
-thirty-hour. week under present conditions would | 
throw others out of jobs.” 

The Hartford, Conn., “Times” strikes the same | 
note by gis if the “inevitable increase in the | 
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cost of production”. ans not “hinder - expansion 
of employment.” F 

But some newspapers see. more carly and. con- 
tend that :the time has arrived for the drastic 
shortening of work -periods. . : 

“The enlightened improvement of the circum- 
stances of labor will always mean the improve- 
ment of our whole national economy and for that 
reason, if for no other, it deserves the earnest 
support of every class,’ the Des Moines, Ia., 
“Register” declares. 

The Dayton Ohio, “Daily News,” recognizing 
that “labor is working out a program of its own 
for coping. with the economic depression,” says 
that its program may be wrong or right,” but ad- 
vises that “those who come forward to say it is 
wrong stand obliged to propose a better.” 

“The five-day week in industry is almost a cer- 
tainty,” the Charleston, S. C., ‘“Evening Post” says, 
but it feels that “it is beginning to be doubtful if 
that will solve the problem.” 

Industrial Heads Must Act 

The Fort Worth, Texas, “Star-Telegram” says 
that labor’s demand is a “direct challenge to inertia 
on the part of industrial heads. If it has no other 
merit it is a recipe that is approved by a vital ele- 
ment in the present state of affairs. The prescrib- 
ers are willing to take their own prescriptions. It 
is now up to somebody else to prescribe and make 
the same crucial test.” 

Quotations given in the foregoing indicate that 
the American press does not understand what 
labor’s stand for the thirty-hour week really ‘means. 
Even the papers that approve the shortening of 
the work-day and work-week do not apparently see 
that the demand is only part of a larger program 
and that labor has set a new goal and enunciated 
a new policy in its march toward better things. 


Jobless Home Owners’ Relief 
Subject of Committee Meeting 

A meeting of the Citizens’ Relief Committee 
this week is to consider and determine whether the 
ownership of a home is to debar needy citizens 
from participation in the relief funds provided by 
the city. 

Protests filed with the committee against giving 
free groceries furnished by city funds to heads of 
families living in homes owned by them and un- 
encumbered by debt called forth the following 
comment from Charles M. Wollenberg, director 
of relief: 

“Just because a man owns a home unencum- 
bered by debt is no reason for refusing him food. 
He can scarcely eat the lath and plaster with 
which the home is made. We must feed these peo- 
ple if they are hungry, and as long as I am director 
of relief we will continue to do so.” 

“Of the nearly 60,000 families being fed by the 
city, only 300 are living in their own homes,” said 
Wollenberg. “We have investigated these cases 
and found no bank will make a loan to a man with- 
out a job and no prospect of getting one. We must 
feed these unfortunate people, as well as those 
who have no homes, no shelter.” 

Judge M. C. Sloss, chairman of the citizens’ 
committee, said the policy of the committee in 


this matter will be detaraiined at a meeting to be 
held this week. 
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|Supervisor McSheehy 


Urges Six-Hour Day 


A universal six-hour day on city, county, state 
and federal work is the objective of a movement 
in this city which was outlined to the San Fran- 
cisco Labor Council last Friday night by Super- 
visor McSheehy, the author of resolutions pre- 
sented at a recent meeting of the Board of Super- 
visors bearing on the subject, and which were re- 
ferred to a committee for report. 

In explaining his resolutions to the Labor Coun- 
cil Supervisor McSheehy stressed the fact that the 
unemployment situation is likely to be further 
aggravated instead of being improved as time goes 
on, because of the growing use of labor-saving 
machinery, and also of mechanism which dis- 
penses entirely with human labor. He had, he 
said, met the conditions in his private business by 
instituting the five-day week. Personally he fa- 
vored the five-day week and the six-hour day; 
but because the city charter provided for the eight- 
hour day he deemed it useless to provide by ordi- 
nance for further relief than could be obtained 
through reducing the work-day to six hours. 

Under Mr. McSheehy’s plan the City and 
County of San Francisco is asked to call upon the 


‘California State Legislature to enact legislation 


providing for the shorter work-day on all state, 
county and municipal work of a public character, 
and also Congress would be requested to enact 
similar legislation dealing with federal works 
throughout the nation. 


Stripped of the preamble, the resolutions are as 
follows: 


“Resolved, That the Board of Supervisors of 
the City and County of San Francisco does hereby 
call upon the Congress of the United States to 
enact suitable legislation limiting the hours during 
which any particular individual may perform labor 
or render services on public works under the juris- 
diction of the United States to six hours in any 
calendar day; and be it further 


“Resolved, That said Board of Supervisors call 
upon the Legislature of the State of California, 
which is to convene on January 2, 1933, to adopt 
similar legislation in regard to public works under 
the jurisdiction of the State of California or any 
political subdivision thereof; and be it further 


“Resolved, That at the earliest opportunity the 
charter of the City and County of San Francisco 
should be amended so that on all public works 
performed under the jurisdiction of said city and 
county no person shall be permitted to perform 
labor or render services for more than six hours 
during any calendar day; and be it further 


“Resolved, That in cases of emergency involv- 
ing the immediate necessary preservation of pub- 
lic peace, property, health or safety of federal, 
state or country or municipal government the 
limitations for labor hereinbefore mentioned shall 
not apply; and be it further 

“Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be 
sent to the representatives in Congress of the 
City and County of San Francisco and to the San 
Francisco delegation in the state Legislature, with 
a request that any legislation tending to carry out 
the limitations for labor herein provided be dili- 
gently supported.” 

The resolutions were referred to the Council's 
law and legislative committee, and it is expected 
that a report will be submitted by that commit- 
tee shortly after the holidays. 

Mr. McSheehy’s resolutions also were submitted 
to the Building Trades Council. 
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MORRISON RE-ELECTED * 


Frank Morrison . was unanimously _ re-elected 
secretary of the American Federation of Labor by 
the annual convention of the. Federation at Cincin- 
nati, marking the thirty-sixth year of his incum- 
bency. 


Charles P.. Howard, delegate of the International 
Typographical Union and president of that or- i 


ganization, placed Mr. Morrison in nomination. 
Pointing out that Mr. Morrison “first came to 


the American Federation from the International | 


Typographical Union before many of us began 


service in the trade to which we have devoted | 


our lives,” Mr. Howard said: 
“Since. 1896 this man has rendered service to 
this. organization. It would be impossible. with 


weak words to add to that record of service—a ‘ 
string of thirty-six jewels of which each year is | 


one. It is a pleasure to present to this convention 
the .name of Frank Morrison for secretary for the 
ensuing term,” 

The convention greeted the nomination of Mr. 


Morrison::by arising and indulging.in prolonged 


applause. 


When President’ Green announced that Mr. | 
Morrison was unanimously re-elected, the veteran 
secretary of the American Federation of Labor | 


said: 


“T’ want to express to you my sincere apprecia- . 


tion for your vote of confidence. 


“I remember I used to say that if I lived to see, 
as secretary, a million members it would be a great | 
satisfaction to me. But I watched the Federation | 
grow from 256,000 to one million, two million, | 
three million, and four million at its peak during | - 
the war. I have watched the flood tide rise and ' 


fall, but when it fell I knew it would rise again 
to a still higher peak. 


“This great labor movement will survive every 


test, because no power on earth can destroy an 
organization that has for its purpose the better- 
ment of the conditions of the workers of the 


world.” e 
Employment Decline Continues, 
Says State Labor Commissioner 
Employment in manufacturing industries in the 
state declined 8 per cent in November, 1932, from 


October, 1932, payrolls dropped 9.4 per cent, and 
average weekly earnings showed a loss of 1.5 per 


cent, according to figures released by State Labor | 
Commissioner T. A. Reardon. These figures cover d 


1257 representative identical manufacturing estab- 


lishments. Comparing November, 1932, with No- | 


vember, 1931, employment in these same 1257 
manufacturing establishments 


earnings 15.2 per cent. 


Employment in building and construction in | 
Alameda-San Francisco counties made a gain of | 


4.8 per cent in November, 1932, from October, 
1932, a less than one-tenth of 1 per cent increase 
in weekly payrolls, and-a drop of 4.6 per cent in 
average weekly earnings. 


employment in Alameda-San Francisco counties 
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showed a drop of 45.1 per cent, payrolls 49.5 per 
cent, and average weekly earnings 8: per ‘cent. 
Reports covering 173 building and construction 
firms in the state showed a decline of 3 per cent 
in employment in November,- 1932, from October, 
1932, a drop of 7.3 per cent in total weekly pay- | 
rolls and, a loss of 4.5 per cent in average weekly 
earnings. These same 173 firms registered a drop 
of 33.6 per cent in employment in November, 1932, 
compared with November, 1931, a 43.1 per cent 
decline in weekly payrolls, and a 14.3 per cent 
loss.in average weekly earnings. 
—____¢g—___.. 


PROTECTION FOR YOUTH 
New Jersey has passed a law prohibiting em- 
ployment of minors between 16 and 18 years of 
age in any employment which the commissioner 


of labor considers to menace their safety or health. - 


+ 
Burke and Madsen Are Elected 


Fraternal Delegates to Britain . 


The annual convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor at its closing session in Cincinnati 
elected Thomas E. Burke, secretary-treasurer of 
the United: Association of Plumbers and Steam 


Fitters, and Christian M. Madsen. of the Brother- | 


hood of Painters, Decorators and. Paperhangers of 
America as the Federation’s fraternal delegates to 
the 1933 session of the British Trades Union Con- 
gress, and James C. Quinn, secretary of the Cen- 


tral Labor Union of New York City, as fraternal 
delegate to the 1933 session of the Trades and | 


Labor Congress of Canada. 
i 


Higher Paid State Officials 


Refuse “Voluntary” Salary Cut | 


Some $600,000 contributed by state employees | 
in “voluntary” salary reductions during the last : 


six months will be returned to the contributors, 
and the plan: “intended to assist the general fund : 


has been proven impractical,” according to Rol- | 


land Vandergrift, director of finance. 
The failure of the plan was attributed to the 


fact that more than 10 per cent of the 17,000 state ° 


officials and employees failed to co-operate, com- 
pelling the ‘state to abandon its voluntary salary 
reduction plan and started arrangements for the 
return. of moneys received. 

Governor Rolph made the abandonment final ' 
when he signed a statement, along with Director 
of Finance Rolland Vandegrift and other members 
of the. State Board of Control, saying that the vol- 


untary contribution of the state employees had : 


failed. i 
“The higher paid positions, such as judges and 


other officers, except. those holding appointment ' 


from the governor or constitutional officers, have 


refused to co-operate with the voluntary action of | 
the modest salaried employees,” Governor Rolph | 


is reported as saying. 


SHIP SUBSIDIES GRAFT | 


Wholesale reduction in the subsidies paid by 
the Post Office Department to those who own 
and operate American-owned ships was predicted 
by Representative Kelly of Pennsylvania, a mem- 
ber of the House of Representatives Committee on 
Post Offices and Post Roads, says a Washington 
dispatch. , 

The subsidy to the merchant marine, Mr. Kelly 
declared, has gone as high as $22,000,000 a year, 
extremely heavy sums being paid for transporta- 
tion of a few pounds of mail, so that the fiction of 
paying for the transportation of mail has become 
an absurdity. | 
' The subsidies to which Mr: Kelly drew attention - 
constitute a considerable portion of the annual 
deficit in the operations of the postal service. There 
has been so much opposition to government sub- 
sidies to the corporations who own our merchant 
marine that Congress has refused to pay them 
direct. But to pay the subsidies indirectly and 
attempt to hide its action Congress resorted to the 
subterfuge of expending fabulous sums by the 
Post Office Department for infinitesimal service 
and charging it up to the cost’of transporting the 
mails. 

It is this unjust allocation of postal revenues 
that Representative Kelly undertakes to stop. 

pe ES a 
DEATHS IN UNION RANKS 

The deaths of the following members of local 
unions in San Francisco have been reported: Dorr 
B. Phillips, member of Barbers’ Union No. 148; 
Reuben D. Bennett, charter member of Electrical 
Workers’ Union No. 6. 


UNION MADE 


\ 


CHEAP CLEANING IS EXPENSIVE 


Be not deceived by cheap cleaning. Protect the health of your family by 
patronizing a plant where all your clothes and household goods, including 


rugs, are handled under the most 


sanitary conditions, where your clothing 


stays clean and pressed longer and save them from wear. 
‘ibe Cleaning with us is an art. 
High Quality Cleaning and Finishing at 
Moderate Prices—You Will Be Surprised! 


J. ALLEC 


DYEING AND CLEANING WORKS 


Main Office and Works 


2140 FOLSOM STREET 
‘PHONE HEMLOCK 3131 
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RUN O’ THE HOOK 


(This department is conducted by the president of 
San Francisco Typographical Union No. 21) 


At a beautiful ceremony in St. John’s Presby- 
terian Church in Berkeley, Friday evening, De- 
cember 16, Miss Margaret Marian Holman and 
Desmond N. Bonnington were united in marriage. 
The bride is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Lewis 
Edward Holman of Oakland, and has been a music 
student at the University of California and is a 
member of Alpha Beta Theta sorority. The bride’s 
father is chief engineer of the Fageol Motor Works 
of Oakland. The bridegroom is the youngest son 
of Mrs. Margaret Bonnington and the late Frank 
Bonnington, former president of No. 21. “Ted” is 
a popular young member of this union, having 
served on various committees and is at present a 
member of the executive committee. Hearty con- 
gratulations are extended to the young couple. 


As these notes go to press no official report has 


been received of the result of the I. T. U. refer-— 


endum. However, the daily press gives the vote 
on the five-day week as 32,073 for and 18,010 
against. The 1 per cent assessment is reported to 
have been defeated by approximately 6000 and the 
proposed change in the pension laws by about 
3000, the remaining propositions being adopted. 

As briefly reported last week, Harry W. Fulton 
of the “News” chapel passed away Wednesday 
night, December 14, after an illness of several 
months. Mr. Fulton was 63 years of age, a native 
of Pennsylvania, and is survived by the widow, 
three sons and one daughter. 
were held Saturday, December 17, the union rites 
being read and members of the union acting as 
pallbearers. 

A check of 98 daily and 65 Sunday newspapers 
in cities of 100,000 population*or more, shows a 
circulation decrease of 2.2 per cent for the dailies 
and 6 per cent for the Sunday papers for the six 
months ending September 30, compared with the 
same period last year, according to Samuel Wes- 
ton, newspaper engineer, of New York. The au- 
thor’s statement says that these newspapers have 
52 per cent of the daily and 70 per cent of the 
Sunday circulation in the United States and that 
the averages and conclusions drawn therefrom are 
representative of the field as a whole; further, that 
it is hardly necessary to point out the vitally im- 
portant fact that newspaper circulations have 
shown a smaller percentage of decrease since 1929 
than any other commodity or industry, thus indi- 
cating their continuing value as a medium for 
advertising. 

Harold Mitchell, retiring master of Occidental 
Lodge, F. & A. M., acted as’ installing officer De- 
cember 19 for the new corps of officers. Mr. 
Mitchell was presented with a life membership in 
the lodge. He is a member of the James H. Barry 
chapel and was the youngest master in California 
during 1932. 

Word has been received that Johnny Aughin- 
baugh passed away recently in Los Angeles. Mr. 
Auginbaugh was well known in San Francisco, 
as well as throughout ‘the entire jurisdiction of 
the I. T. U. He -had recently been placed on the 
pension roll. In his younger days he was known 
as one of the speediest of operators. 

Congratulations are in order to Arthur W. 
Linkous, Jr., a member of the “Shopping News” 
chapel, and Miss Sidnie. Curtis, who were married 
Friday, December 16. 

Paul W. Grimes, a member of No. 21, is at 
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JAS. H. REILLY & CO. 


FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
Phone Mission 0141 29th and Dolores Streets 
MEMBER OF 


and 
Official Undertaker of S. F. Typographical Union 21 


Funeral services . 


present undergoing treatment in the hospital of 
the National Military Home at Los Angeles, ac- 
cording to word received by Secretary L. Michel- 
son. 


by the institution. 


During the recent stay of the communist-ruled 
“bonus marchers” in Washington, D. C., Columbia 
Typographical Union Temple was engaged for a 
meeting place, having been rented from the Open 
Forum, which organization has a lease. On learn- 
ing of the proposed meeting. of the “marchers,” 
the secretary of Columbia Union immediately noti- 
fied the lessees the lease was cancelled, calling on 
the police to assist in case of trouble. 

From “Editor & Publisher” it is learned that 
Chicago Union rejected by a vote of 1290 to 1217 
a proposal submitted by the union for a news- 
paper scale which included the five-day week and 


a reduction of 7% cents an hour for day work | 


and 11 cents for night work, but contained a pro- 
vision for continuance of the 7!4-hour day in place 
of the former proposal of 7% to 8 hours a day at 
the regular hourly rate. 

After sixty-seven years’ service with the Chicago 
“Tribune,” Thomas E. Sullivan, “grand old man” of 
the composing room, and foreman of that depart- 
ment for forty years, passed away November 26. 
He had been honored by his associates on October 
16, his ninetieth birthday anniversary. 

The Appellate Court in New York has refused 
to set aside the decree which permitted the recent 


sale of the “World.” The appeal had been taken | 
by a representative of certain employees of the , 
paper who contended that as they were entitled | 
to payments under the will of the late Joseph | 
Pulitzer they had an interest in the sale and that | 
It is an- | 


the former decree should be reversed. 
nounced that further appeal will be taken. 


M. A. Hamilton, well known member of the 
Typographical Union and prominent in labor cir- 
cles in Fresno, spoke in the Trinity Methodist 
Church in that city on a recent Sunday evening. 
His subject was “Organized Labor and the 
Church,” 

Twenty-six members of Hackensack, N. J., 
Union who were recently thrown out of employ- 
ment through their decision to stand by the ban- 
ner of unionism when their employer declared for 
a so-called “open shop,” started publication of a 
daily tabloid on November 23, with four pages, 
which has since been increased to eight. 


From “Editor & Publisher” it is learned that 
there are now 363 newspaper plants throughout 
the country equipped to run color in their adver- 
tising pages. Of this number there are twenty- 
five plants in thirty-one cities in California, the 
four San Francisco dailies being included. 


Here’s an opportunity for some overtime for an 
ambitious proofreader to O. K. the “revise” when 
the 1933 I. T. U. Book of Laws appears: It is 
stated that a transposed apostrophe therein has 
been boldly flaunting itself since 1910 and that 
Secretary Randolph has written a letter of thanks 
to the member who made the discovery. 

The writer wishes each and every member of 


No. 21 “A Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year.” 


“News” Chapel Notes—By L. L. Heagney 


The death of Harry Fulton came as a shock 
to his fellow craftsmen, so sudden and unexpected 
was it. It was confidently believed he was recu- 
perating, although he hadn’t worked for several 
months. The very day he passed away he came 
down to a show and visited around awhile after- 
ward. To his family this chapel extends sincere 
sympathy in their irreparable loss. 

From the Home, where he is temporarily domi- 
ciled, comes a Christmas greeting to the chapel 


Mr. Grimes reports himself as improving . 
and is very well pleased with treatment accorded | 


from C. V. Liggett, who held a “sit” here some 
years ago. ane. 

Our curly-haired apprentice, Barney O'Neill, is 
still curly haired, but Sunday’s union. meeting 
stripped him of the apprentice status, by which 
action Barney gets a chance to “buck the slipboard” 
and learn about depression from it. 

Two sharp orbits Slim Clement, office boy, was 
unable to keep on that apprenticeship left open 
by Mr. O'Neill. Flying glass in an auto accident 
nearly cost Slim an eye, and the other was prac- 
tically useless because of bandages. But he saw 
well enough to get the job nevertheless. 

Some of the boys were pleasantly surprised these 
pre-holiday times on receipt of letters containing 
dividends from stock in Scripps-Howard Co. 

A tiny accidental fire ignited the paper bag in 
which Eddie Haefer brought his sandwiches for 
lunch, and blazed long enough to toast the bread. 
A bit smoky, he downed them anyway. 

The newest Scotch story was originated unin- 
tentionally by a typewriter shover in the brains 
department who didn’t sabe how to spell the name 
of a California river, Mokelumne, and gave it a 
Caledonian twist, McKelumne. 

Bert Coleman’s notion of fun, according to Fred 
Wilson, stereotype skipper, is elemental. A manila 
envelope, dangling from Fred’s sweater pocket, 
was abstracted by Coleman, who let Fred exer- 
cise those long-unusued sections of his anatomy, 
his prayer bones, peering under bric-a-brac and,in 
dark corners, for the envelope contained checks 
for Fred’s crew, a long time before giving it back. 

Candidates were scarcer than hen’s teeth at 
Saturday’s chapel meeting. “I decline,” seemingly 
was the only English nominees understood when 
their names were suggested as likely timber. Con- 
sequently “stiff” opposition to the incumbents 
failed to develop and at no time were they faced 
with defeat. Officials for ensuing year, as in 1931, 
are: Chairman, L. L. Heagney; night chairman, 
Rube Burrow; secretary, William Clement. 

Try to get these boys to serve their fellow 
beings, just try. Here’s Harvey Bell, who began 
rearing ’n’ pitching when he was asked to repre- 
sent the chapel at the “News” doll show in its 
old home on Ninth street. Really, he got quite 
snooty when they insisted he go. 

So cheerily pink is Red Balthasar’s capillary 
adornment, so in keeping with the festivity of the 
season, with the bubbling spirit of the happy holi- 
day, with the gayly colored lights of Christmas; 
so in keeping, we repeat, is his magenta thatch 
that by general consent he speaks for the chapel 
in wafting Christmas greetings to every other 
chapel. - 


Call-Bulletins—By “Hoot” 

E. M. Stone is back on the job again, after his 
bout with the flu, but still feels a little shaky. 

Dennis Stillwell’s boy, Joseph, is having a run 
of tough luck. After being operated on, pneu- 
monia set in. Here’s hoping the lad is able to be 
around when old Santa hands out the toys. 

Skipper Ed Fitzgerald had a skirmish with the 
flu, but was able to keep just out of its clutches. 

Competition is certainly getting keen among 
the boys as to who can get down first in the 
morning. Jim Ramsey made it one morning at 5. 
Then one of the machinists strolled in about 4:30. 
But last Saturday “Rabbi” Ludes got up in the 
dark, slipped out without the folks hearing him 
and got his breakfast in a “coffee and” place. 
Looking up at the clock, the “Rabbi” saw it was 
but 3:15. 

See where some shop in New York is making 
black towels, which seem to be all the rage. 
Shucks, printers have used them for years. 

“Papa” Newell is wearing a suit which he claims 
to have bought six years ago. Says it’s made of 
Scotch cloth, Wait till he’s had two or three. more 
youngsters. He'll be lucky if he gets any more 
suits for ten years. ' 
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MAILER NOTES 


By LEROY C. SMITH 


A correction: The following is No. 18’s refer- 
endum vote on proposed amendments to laws of 
bpd tela Sr 


Proposition . For Against 
IN Goelicccss tie hale Oem Rag ere oe wat vintee on 23 40 
Benita dad ob tides wed eles 29 34 
Free crate ramen Oat ects a ak eater 21 42 
POSS sed NOTE AE Tee eTS ere Te 32 29 
Dasarins eee race ee eer 29 32 
(oD tnel li GA peeves ME, Mies edo he nt 36 27 


At the regular meeting of the union held on 
Sunday, December 18, seventy-four of the ninety- 
one members answered roll call. The meeting con- 
vened at 1 p. m. sharp, adjourning near 4:30 p. m. 
Usually about 50 per cent of members attend union 
meetings. The special assessment proposition and 
proposed amendments to the constitution to be 
voted upon brought the members out in force at 
last Sunday’s union meeting. Special assessment 
proposition was adopted by vote of 38 for to 36 
against. Proposed amendments were defeated: by 
vote of nearly three to one. Special assessment 
proposition, in part: “From the beginning of the 
fiscal month of January, 1933 (December 25, 1932), 
to and including the fiscal month of December, 
1934, each member holding a six-day situation, or 
any member who works six shifts in any financial 
week, shall be assessed 90 per cent of one day’s 
wages, as defined by local agreements.” This as- 
sessment shall be collected monthly with dues. 
Moneys so derived shall be expended only for un- 
employment relief, and in such amounts as may 
be ordered by the union. The engaging of a sub- 
stitute in any manner than through the chapel 
chairman shall in no wise exempt a member from 
this assessment. Chapel chairman shall rotate 
said days from top to bottom of slipboard list of 
substitutes qualified to claim them. No substitute 
in any chapel shall work or accept the fifth shift 
in any financial week until all substitutes in that 
particular chapel have either worked four shifts, 
or have four shifts scheduled for that week. 
Amendments which have been submitted to a 
vote of the union for about the ninth time, and 
defeated, proposed changing of nominations for 
office from February and March to March and 
April meetings, and election on fourth Wednesday 
in May, instead of third Sunday in April, at union 
meeting hall, and the adding of a new section, “All 
referendum votes shall be taken or cast in 
chapels.” 


Under ‘good and welfare, addresses were made 
by President Christie, C. D. (“Chic”) Allen, Domi- 
nico Del Carlo, Harold Taylor and others, which 
were well received. Ernest Medley and Robert 
Hearn, confined at home by illness, were reported 
as being improved, and also C. Faulkner, who re- 
cently suffered injuries in bundle-tying machine 
on a local morning paper. 


a 


MINE WORKERS RE-ELECT OFFICERS 


John L. Lewis, of Springfield, Ill, was re- 
elected without opposition as president of the 
United Mine Workers of America, it was an- 
nounced at the headquarters of the organization 
in Indianapolis. Philip Murray of Pittsburgh, vice- 
president, and Thomas Kennedy of Hazleton, Pa., 
secretary-treasurer, also were re-elected without 
opposition. The three officials will serve for two 
years. 


Pompeii Macaroni F. actory, Inc. 
Manufacturers of 


HIGH-GRADE GOODS - 


Oakland Brome’ 501 FRANKLIN ST. _Phone LAkeside 1246 
jes Branch: 


Angeles 105 COURT ST. 
2087 FOLSOM ST., Near FRANCISCO 
Phone Mission 
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$400,000 CONSTRUCTION JOB 

Director of Public Works W. H. Worden has 
issued a call for bids for the construction of the 
psychopathic ward at the San Francisco Hospital, 
to cost $400,000. The bids are to be opened Decem- 
ber 28. Plans of the structure have been ready for 
several months, but have been held up awaiting 
action on the prevailing wage scales. 


WEB PRESSMEN ELECT OFFICERS 

At a well attended meeting of Webb Press- 
men’s Union No. 4 last Sunday officers for the 
ensuing year were elected and other important 
business was transacted. The officers elected were 
as follows: C. J. Falvey, president; George Fol- 
som, vice-president; Clyde E. Bowen, financial 
secretary; Tom O’Connor, treasurer; W. L. Wil- 


son, recording secretary; Dave Murphy, clerk 
and correspondent to “American Pressman”; 
M. Smith, sergeant-at-arms; R. J. Clarkson, 


George Artola, Robert Holden and John O’Hara, 
executive board; L. N. McEvoy and D. C. 
Murphy, delegates to Labor Council; Benson H. 
Munger, D. C. Murphy and Clarkson, delegates to 
the Allied Printing Trades Council. 
eS eS 
1933 LICENSE PLATES 

Issuance of new automobile license plates for 
1933—plates with orange lettering on a black back- 
ground—will begin on the morning of January 3 
and continue to midnight, January 31. Last year 
the period opened on December 15. The new dates 
mean just twenty-five business days for issuance 
of plates to some two million California car own- 
ers. With the shorter period, motorists should be 
prepared to apply early and avoid the difficulties 
and inconveniences of a last minute rush, is the 
suggestion offered by the California State Auto- 
mobile Association. One of the principal items of 
preparation is to see that the present white slip 
certificate of registration is available and in proper 
condition. This slip is essential in applying for 
new license plates. 

—_——_-@_—____—. 

Hoover’s Reorganization Plan 


Opposed by American Federation 


President Hoover’s belated scheme to reorgan- 
ize the executive and administrative agencies of 
the federal government by consolidating fifty-eight 
executive agencies and abolishing fifteen inde- 
pendent establishments appears to be scheduled 
for rough handling by Congress. The plan becomes 
effective in sixty days unless Congress objects. 

Democratic leaders in both the Senate and 
House of Representatives declare that reorgani- 
zation of the government establishments should be 
reserved for the Roosevelt administration, which 
takes over the government the fourth of next 
March. 

Mr. Hoover inclided in his consolidation scheme 
the transfer of the functions of the United States 
Employees’ Compensation Commission to the De- 
partment of Labor and Civil Service Commission. 

Acting in accordance with the recent convention 
of the American Federation of Labor, officials of 
the Federation opposed this action. At their re- 


quest Representative LaGuardia of New York 
introduced a resolution in the House of Repre- 
sentatives to prevent the transfer. 


W. Hansen - - 7 a 
MeLsughiin - - President 
- Asmusse: Secretary 


JNITED UNDERTAKERS 


Established July, 1862 
1096 VAN NESS AVE. SO. at i ae St. 
lew Funeral Home and C 
— Mission 0276 


Ban F. Manager 


an F, 


PHIL BENEDETTI 
The Florist 


2980 16th Street, Below Mission 
HEmleck 7400 
MArket 98562 
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OUR USELESS PARTNER 


By J. T. HART: 

The following excerpt is from the current 
issue of “Land and Freedom,” chief organ of the 
single-taxers in America. In these days, when 
so much is said of the war between labor and 
capital, some light on the land leech who battens 
on both should prove both timely and instructive: 

“We do not know whether Senator Borah plays 
poker. We suspect not, for poker is exceedingly 
stimulating to the intellect. But we are going to 
imagine the gentleman from Idaho seated in a 
seven-handed game which is waxing fast and furi- 
ous. There is a ‘kitty’ which is rapidly absorbing 
the winnings of two of the seven players, and 
which will absorb those also if the game is con- 
tinued for any length of time. 

“The ‘kitty’ is crooked—that is, it takes too large 
a contribution in chips. The owner of the ‘kitty’ 
renders no commensurate service for what he is 
receiving, and the chips are rapidly disappearing 
from under the hands of the players. Senator 
Borah and the rest of the players see this. Does 
the gentleman from Idaho ask that the rules of 
the game be changed? He does not. With a 
curious fatuity he asks that the number of chips 
be increased—some five billions. And these, under 
the rules of the game, will continue to go into 
the ‘kitty.’ 

“The analogy is plain. One hundred and twenty 
million people—or that major portion of them who 
are adults—are seated in a game where the ‘kitty’ 
absorbs an excessive part of production. The 
‘kitty’ is rent—economic rent, land value, the 
profits of landlordism. There is no hope for the 
players representing labor and capital so long as 
the silent party, the rent ‘kitty,’ continues to ab- 
sorb the winnings. And instead of asking that the 
rules of the game be changed, Senator Borah de- 
mands an inflation of the currency by some five 
billions—in other words, an increase in the num- 
ber of chips. 


“Will it do any good? It will not. Flushed with 
the greater number of chips now in hand, the bet- 
ting will become wilder, the value of the chips 
will decline, and the speculative instincts of the 
players will lead them to overplay their hands. 
And in the world of production and distribution 
we shall be in for another era of wildcat specula- 
tion, rising land values and general hell. That is 
what Senator Borah would do for us.” 

oe See 
A NOBLE SACRIFICE 

Without a twinkle in his eye, President Hoover 
proposes to save $700,000,000 by abolishing jobs 
for which the G. O. P. no longer has any use. 
A tongue’s place is in the cheek—“New Yorker.” 


LOOK FOR THE “UNION SHOP” SIGN 
of the International Association of Machinists 
when having work done on your car 


Auto Mechanics’ Union 


Lachman Bros. 


N FURNITL 


(VE TIME 


One of America’s Largest Home Furnishers 


PRE - INVENTORY 
CLEARANCE 


Sensational Reductions in odd lots, dis- 
continued lines and single items in 
Home Furnishings. 


LIBERAL THRIFT TERMS 
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S. F. LABOR COUNCIL” 


Labor Council meets every Friday at 8-.p. m. at 
Labor Temple, Sixteenth and Capp streets. Secre- 
tary’s office and headquarters, Room 205, Labor 
Temple. The Executive and Arbitration Committees 
meet every Monday at 7:30 p. m. Label Section 
meets first and third Wednesdays at 8 p. m. Head- 
quarters phone, MArket 0056. 


Synopsis of Minutes of December 16, 1932 


Meeting called to order at 8:15 p. m. by Presi- 
dent D. P. Haggerty. 


Roll Call of Officers—All present. 


Reading Minutes—Minutes of the previous meet- 
ing approved as printed.in the Labor Clarion. 


Communications—Filed—Minutes of the Build- 
ing Trades Council. From United States Senator 
Samuel Shortridge, relative to the Treaty on 
Safety of Life at Sea. From the National Com- 
mittee for Modification of the Volstead Act, pre- 
senting labor’s views, including the declaration 
adopted by the recent American Federation of 
Labor convention in Cincinnati, calling for legal- 
izing of “a wholesome and palatable” beverage; 
Mr. Woll urged the widest possible freedom for 
states to determine alcoholic content under their 
own laws. From the Civil Service Commission, 
notice of examinations to be held for policemen, 
food and restaurant inspectors, instructor of nurs- 
ing, electricians and chief assistant controller. 


Referred to Executive Committee—From Mold- 
ers’ Union, requesting the Council to place Gern- 
hardt-Strohmair Company, Eighteenth and Mission 
streets, on the “We Don’t Patronize List.” From 
Janitors’ Union No. 9, requesting the Council to 
place the California Building Maintenance Com- 
pany on the unfair list. 

Referred to Law and Legislative Committee— 
From Ferry Boatmen’s Union, requesting that 
paragraph “D” of section 27, on page 23 of the 
public utilities act of the State of California, be 
amended. 

Also referred to committee, resolution pending 
before the Board of Supervisors, introduced by 
Supervisor McSheehy, and dealing with the short- 
ening of hours of labor on public work for and on 
behalf of the State of California, its political sub- 
divisions, and for and on behalf of the federal gov- 
ernment. Supervisor McSheehy was granted the 
floor on this subject and stated he would abide by 
any amendment suggested by this Council in re- 
lation to this subject, also that the matter would be 
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WE DON’T PATRONIZE LIST 


The concerns listed below are on the “We 

Don’t Patronize List’? of the San Francisco 

Labor Council. Members of Labor Unions 

and sympathizers are requested to cut this 

out and post it. 

American Tobacco Company. 

Baker, Hamilton & Pacific Co. 

Bella Roma Cigar Co. 

Co-Op Manufacturing Company. 

Clinton Cafeterias. 

Domestic Hand Laundry, 218 Ellis. 

Ernest J. Sultan Mfg. Co. 

E. Goss & Co., Cigar Mfg., 113 Front. 

Foster's Lunches. 

Goldberg, Bowen & Co., grocers, 242 Sutter. 

Goldstone Bros., manufacturers of Dread- 
naught and Bodyguard Overalls. 

“Grizzly Bear,”’ organ of N. S. G. W. 3 

Hollywood Dry Corporation and its Products. 

Manning's, Inc., Coffee and Sandwich Shops. 

Mann Manufacturing Company, Berkeley. 

Market Street R. R. 

Marquard’s Coffee Shop and Catering Co. 

Morrison's Cafe, 165 O'Farrell. 

Purity Chain Stores. 

Q. R. S. Neon Corporation, Ltd., 306 Seventh. 

San Francisco Biscuit Co. (located in Seattle) 

Tait’s, 24 Ellis. 

The Mutual Stores Co. 

Torino Bakery, 2823 Twenty-third. 

Traung Label & Litho Co. 

Union Furniture Co., 2075 Mission. 

All Barber Shops open on Sunday are unfair. 
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held in abeyance before the Board of Supervisors 
until Council expresses its attitude thereon. 

Referred to Secretary—From the First Trust 
Company, seeking information about one Patrick 
Kennedy, possibly employed by the Southern Pa- 
cific Railroad Company. This company is in 
York, Neb. From Coopers’ International Union, 
with reference to the reaffiliation of San Francisco 
Coopers’ Union. 

Reports of Unions—Culinary Workers—Foster 
Lunches and White Taverns are unfair to their or- 
ganizations. Cracker Bakers—San Francisco Bis- 
cuit Company is unfair to their union. Postal 
Clerks—Are opposed to legislation having for its 
purpose any further reduction in salaries. Tailors 
—Requested all when having suits made to demand 
their label; Rosenblum and Abraham have been 
denied the use of the union label. Molders—Re- 
quested a demand for their locally made stoves. 
Garment Workers—Requested a further demand 
for their label when buying mechanics’ clothing. 

Report of Delegate to American Federation of 
Labor Convention—Report was read and referred 
to editor of Labor Clarion. 

Auditing Committee—Reported favorably on all 
bills, and warrants were ordered drawn for same. 

New Business—Moved that when we adjourn 
we do so to meet again the first Friday in Janu- 
ary; motion carried. 

Council adjourned at 9:30 p. m., and wishes the 
affiliated unions and members of organized labor 
a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 

Receipts, $420; Expenses, $220.75. 

Fraternally submitted. 

JOHN A. O’CONNELL, Secretary. 

P. S.—Members of affiliated unions are urged 
to demand the union label, card and button when 
making purchases. Also to patronize the Municipal 
Railway whenever possible. J. O'C.. 


DELEGATE’S REPORT 


In a comprehensive and carefully prepared re- 
port of the proceedings. of the recent convention 
of the American Federation of Labor at Cincin- 
nati, J. H. LaForce, delegate from the San Fran- 
cisco Labor Council at that gathering, laid before 
the last meeting of the local central body the out- 
standing features of the convention. It was re- 
ceived with much interest by the Council. 


Naturally, the larger part of the. report dealt 
with the questions of unemployment insurance and 
the thirty-hour week, upon both of which ques- 
tions the convention took a militant stand. Speak- 
ing of the former subject, Mr. LaForce says: 


“T have quoted this report (of the Federation’s 
executive council) somewhat in detail because I 
regard it as the most important piece of work 
done by the convention. It must be realized, of 
course, that this step is only in its beginning 
stages, and that much work will have to be done 
in the various states before it can be generally 
put into practice.” é 


The delegate calls attention to the action of the 
convention on’ prohibition, and quotes with ap- 
proval the report of the committee on resolutions, 
adopted by the convention by a practically unani- 
mous vote, and which in part was as follows: 

“What America needs now is the speediest pos- 
sible return to sanity. We urge the immediate 
modification of the Volstead act to permit the 
manufacture, transport and sale .of wholesome, 
palatable beverages, non-intoxicating in fact, and 
we recommend repeal of the eighteenth amend- 
ment as rapidly as that can be brought about.” 

In concluding his report Delegate LaForce 
thanked the Council for the honor conferred op 


him, and says: “This great convention has been : 


a source of education to me—something that will 
give me strength to advance the interest of the 
organized workers throughout the country.” 


Friday, December. 23, 1932 


UNEMPLOYMENT GROWING 


“Trade union unemployment reports for No- 
vember show a reversal from the employment 
gains of the last few months. Records covering 
650,000 union members show unemployment on 
the increase again,” says a statement released De- 
cember 13 by William Green, president of the 
American Federation of Labor. 

“Our weighted figures are as follows, showing 
the per cent of union members out of work each 
month: July 25.4, August 25.1, September 24.8, 
October 23.9, November 24.1. 

“An increase in unemployment is normal -in 
November, but this year the coming of winter ‘un- 
employment is more serious than ever before since 
it finds workers with resources long since ex- 
hausted and with vitality: lowered. In the last 
few months temporary work brought hope to hun- 
dreds of thousands; in the next few months at least 
a million will lose their sources of income, unless 
our efforts to create jobs can keep them at work. 

“Union reports for November show one encour- 
aging fact: Unemployment has increased less this 
year than in any other November since we have 
kept records. This year, two-tenths of 1 per cent 
of the membership lost their jobs, while in previ- 
ous Novembers the increase in unemployment 
varied from .4 to 1.8 per cent of the membership. 
Apparently there has been a greater effort to keep 
men employed by sharing work, for part time 
work increased from 22 to 23 per cent of the mem- 
bership, while in November last year part time. 
did not increase. é 

“Usually nearly 1,000,000 persons in the coun- 
try as a whole lose their jobs from October to 
November. This year it is to be hoped that efforts 
to keep men at work may prevent much ‘of. this 
winter lay-off. Farm lay-offs should be much less 
serious this year since farmers have already cut 
their forces to the minimum and hired far: fewer 
workers this summer than in the last eight years. 

“Our estimate of the total number out of work 
in October in the United States shows very little 
change from September. The final September fig- 
ure is 10,880,000 out of work, the preliminary 
October figure 10,908,000. The increase in unem- 
ployment, amounting to 28,000, is due chiefly to 
the fact that factories and trade did not take on 
enough. workers in October to offset the lay-off 
of farm labor at the end of the harvest season. 
Farmers laid off 136,000 in October, factories and 
mines each took on 33,000, wholesale and“‘retail 
trade took on 82,000, but over 40,000 weré “faid 
off by utilities, service industries and the federal 
government. : Bei 3 

“Looking back two and-a half years, we find 
that the worst lay-offs have been in manufacturing, 
building and railroads.’ Comparing -the> number 
at work in October, 1932, with’ those at work in 
April, 1930, we find that factories have laid off 
over 2,500,000 (30 per cent), building industries 
1,500,000 (53 per cent), railroads over 500,000 (37 
per cent), wholesale and retail trade over 500,000 
(18 per cent), hotels and laundries 350,000 - (23 
per cent), mines 140,000 (15 per cerit).” 


Efficient Part Time Auditing and Bookkeeping 


MAX A. MULDNER 
Public Accountant 
Phone EXbrook 7265 318 S. F.-LABOR TEMPLE 


- Otto Rastorfer. . ~P. J. Barchi 


UNION FLORIST 
Funeral Work and Decorations 


Gus Cervi 


3017 SIXTEENTH STREET 
t Telephone MArket 3285 ' Near Mission Street 
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Legislative Program 
Of State Federation 


Following a meeting of the executive council 
of the California State Federation of Labor last 
Sunday, held in the offices of the secretary in this 
city, Paul Scharrenberg, secretary of the Federa- 
tion and legislative representative, made public the 
following list of propositions which will be pressed 
before the State Legislature, which convenes next 
month: 

A five-day week and six-hour day for labor; 
compulsory insurance against unemployment; at 
least a $20,000,000 allotment for emergency unem- 
ployment relief; a state economic council for con- 
tinuous study of all problems relating to unem- 
ployment and other economic conditions; abolition 
of fees for placing persons in public employment; 
support of an anti-“yellow dog” contract bill; the 
support of an anti-injunction bill; strengthening 
of the existing law on advance planning and low 
range budgeting of public works; an amendment 
of the workmen’s compensation act as to computa- 
tion of wages upon which compensation claims 
are adjusted. 

To Amend Criminal Laws 

Other measures include: 

Repeal of the criminal syndicalism act; inclusion 
of the women’s eight-hour law in the motion pic- 
ture industry and providing against fire hazards 
in motion picture projection rooms; protection 
against convict-made goods from other states; 
regulation of private trades schools; regulation 
of trailers on public highways; amendments 
to the criminal law and procedure “to rem- 
edy defects and omissions brought to light through 
revelations of the Mooney-Billings trials’; to pro- 
hibit laundries operating in basements. 

Prohibition and Welfare 

The federation calls for a memorial to Congress 
immediately to initiate repeal of the eighteenth 
amendment. 

Opposition to any general modification of the 
workmen’s compensation act, the old-age pen- 
sion act and other humanitarian measures adopted 
by previous legislatures is expressed. A sales tax 
is opposed. 

Further Work Proposed 

“The Federation will oppose any diversion of 
the gasoline tax collected,” Scharrenberg set 
forth. “We insist that the taxes collected by this 
method shall continue for the construction, main- 
tenance and repair of highways.” He added: 


“We shall resist any modification of the existing. 


laws providing tenure for teachers in the public 
schools. We-shall oppose reductions of teachers’ 
salaries, because teachers do not now receive re- 
muneration commensurate with the exacting re- 
quirements of their profession.” 

The Federation favors a state income tax and 
an increased inheritance tax. 

—_—____ @&______ 

Backed by the American Federation of Labor 
and led by it, all unions of government workers 
are united in opposing pay cuts and for repeal of 
the economy act. 


| JACQUARD DAVENPORT BED 
$77.50 
A Remarkably Well-Built Bed 


for the small bungalow, flat or apart- 
ment. The quality of Jacquard and the 
construction is guaranteed the best 
money can buy for a moderate price. 


Eastern Outfitting Company 


| 1017 MARKET STREET, NEAR 6TH ST. 1 
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UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE IN OHIO 


Compulsory unemployment insurance “must be 
the cornerstone of any practical program to pro- 
tect workers against unemployment,” states the 
report of the commission appointed by the gover- 
nor of Ohio as the result of a resolution of the Gen- 
eral Assembly to study this vital question. 

pe eR TE 


CHECKING UP ON EMPLOYEES 


In response to protests of Adolph Uhl that 
scores of city employees, including 180 teachers, 
are non-residents, and salaries paid them equal 
the sums the city expends for unemployment re- 
lief, a check of employees is being made. Mayor 
Rossi has instructed department heads to compile 
a roster of their subordinates and, if necessary, 
obtain residence addresses under oath. 

a ee 
STATE EMPLOYMENT AGENCIES 


The November record of placements made by 
the several state employment agencies of the De- 
partment of Industrial Relations shows a decrease 
of 18 per cent compared with October and a de- 
crease of 25.5 per cent compared with November, 
1931, according to figures of William A. Granfield, 
chief of the division of employment agencies. 
Placements for the month numbered 5150—3497 
males and 1653 females. The total placements since 
July 1, 1932, were 30,616. 

ee ee 
WRIGHT ACT REPEAL EFFECTIVE 

Citing the fact that the people of California had 
repealed the Wright prohibition enforcement act 
on November 8 last, such repeal being effective 
December 19, Governor Rolph has issued pardons 
to 129 persons confined in county jails throughout 
the state for violations of that law. He also rec- 
ommended to the State Board of Prison Terms 
and Paroles that eleven men serving sentences in 
San Quentin prison for violation of the Jones still 
law be paroled. Two San Quentin prisoners were 
to be pardoned because their offenses were of a 
comparatively minor nature. Six of the pardoned 
prisoners were women. 


SS ee 
Child Labor Conference Agrees 
To Press Legislation by States 


A vigorous campaign throughout the nation in 
behalf of state child-labor and school-attendance 
laws was agreed upon at a child labor conference 
in Washington, called by the United States Chil- 
dren’s Bureau at the request of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. Thirty national organizations 
interested in child welfare participated in the 
meeting. 

“Our economic life is undergoing a great trans- 
formation,” Secretary Doak of the Labor Depart- 
ment told the conferees. “For this reason,” he 
added, “it is important that we reconsider and 
revaluate our child-labor legislation.” 

He pledged support to the movement after leav- 
ing his present position. 


Friendship 


a WE ARE PROUD OF THE FRIENDLY RE- 
LATIONS THAT EXIST BETWEEN OR- 
GANIZED LABOR AND OURSELVES AND 
ALWAYS STRIVE TO MERIT THE GOOD 
WILL AND CONFIDENCE OF ALL IN OUR 
DEALINGS. 


WALTER N. BRUNT PRESS 
PRINTING AND BADGES 


111 SEVENTH STREET 
Phone MArket 7070 
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Los Angeles Aqueduct 
Provokes Wage Fight 


Representatives of organized labor in Los An- 
geles and vicinity have filed an action in the Su- 
perior Court asking for a writ of review by the 
court of the action of the board of directors of 
the Metropolitan Water District whereby that 
board fixed a certain schedule of wages. for the 
various types of workmen and mechanics that will 
be eniployed in the construction of the Metro- 
politan Water District aqueduct from the Colo- 
rado river to the Los Angeles basic cities, accord- 
ing to the “Citizen” of that city. 

The Metropolitan Water District is a public cor- 
poration created by the state Legislature in 1925, 
and as such comes under the terms and provisions 
of the prevailing wage act of 1931, which required 
every public body in the state of California, in- 
cluding the state itself, except chartered cities, to 
ascertain the prevailing rates of pay for all types 
of workmen that would be employed upon the 
construction of public improvements, and having 
ascertained them, to make such wage rate a part 
of all contracts let by any such boards or public 
bodies, and compels the contractors to pay the 
scale. 

The board of directors of the Metropolitan Wa- 
ter District early this year brought a friendly suit 
before the Supreme Court of the state attacking 
the validity of the prevailing wage scale act, and 
if it should be determined that it was valid, to » 
ascertain whether or not the Metropolitan Water 
District came under its provision, and the Supreme 
Court, in a very lengthy decision ruled that the 
act was valid, and that all of its provisions ex- 
tended to the Metropolitan Water District. 

Presidents of several international unions have 
protested to State Labor Commissioner Tim Rear- 
don that a wage scale $1 to $5 under the prevail- 
ing schedule has been set by the Metropolitan Wa- 
ter District on its $232,000,000 aqueduct from 
Boulder dam to Los Angeles. More than thirty 
trades are affected by the wage reduction, it was 
charged. The project recently received a $40,000,- 
000 loan from the Reconstruction Finance Cor- 
poration. Arthur L. Johnson, attorney for Rior- 
dan’s department, will investigate the charges, it 
was announced. 


Empyoq union labor by calling for the label.. 


THE CORRECT 
NEW STYLES 


Fifty yeare 


sth 
W.L()DOUGLAS 


hoes 


UNION | FOR MEN | union 
STORE | NOW IN STOCK| SHOES 


R. A. French 


2623 MISSION STREET, at 22nd 
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UHL LOSES DECISION 


In an opinion written by Justice W. H. Lang- 
don, the California Supreme Court held that Reg- 
istrar of Voters C. J. Collins was within his rights 
last September when he rejected signatures on 
Adolph Uhl’s petition for a special election on a 
charter amendment to reduce salaries of city offi- 
cials and employees because the signers had failed 
to date them. The court also upheld the right of 
Signers of petitions to withdraw their names. In 
the case of Uhl’s petition 15,000 names were so 
withdrawn. 

The proposed -measure also sought to compel 
policemen and firemen to pay the same pro rata 
to the retirement fund as other employees, and to 
prevent employment of persons drawing a pension 
or retirement pay of more than $50 from the gov- 
ernment or state. 

Thus Uhl’s attempt to reduce wages and salaries 
of city employees and officials is blocked for at 
least two years, it is believed. In the meantime 
these officials and employees will continue in effect 
the plan of “voluntary” wage and salary reductions 
for the benefit of the relief fund, amounting to 
$1,500,000 annually. 

————_qa___ 


ON THE NEW GRAND JURY 

The new 1933 grand jury was sworn in on Tues- 

day last. Hugo W. Callahan was appointed fore- 

man and Louis Reichert secretary. Among the 

nineteen members of the jury are Dave H. Ryan, 

secretary-treasurer of the Bay District Council of 

*Carpenters, and J. Walter Gimmel, secretary of 
Electrical Workers’ Union No. 6. 


SALES TAX SIDETRACKED 
Chairman Collier of the House Ways and Means 
Committee told newspaper men Tuesday that he 
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would not call the committee together to consider 
levying a general sales tax at this session of Con- 
gress, according to Washington dispatches. A 
movement to have the Senate add the sales tax 
to the beer bill in the event it is passed by the 
House is being discussed in some quarters. 
——$_—_g___ 

EXPULSION OF ALIENS FROM RUMANIA 

All alien workers who were not settled in Ru- 
mania before 1923 are now required to leave the 
country within three months. Individuals may 
appeal to the ministry of labor against this gen- 
eral order. The ministry estimates that about 50,- 
000 persons are covered by the order. 

ee 
FORWARD STEP IN MEXICO 

To protect the workers from the risks involved 
when workmen’s compensation insurance is car- 
ried by private profit-making companies the govy- 
ernment of Mexico is taking steps to establish a 
state accident insurance company. It expects 
later to extend the activities of the company to 
cover insurance against occupational diseases. 


BRIDGE NOW ASSURED 


According to Leland W. Cutler, president of the 
San Francisco Chamber of Commerce, the way is 
now clear for actual construction to begin on the 
San Francisco-Oakland Bay bridge. 

Information was received early this week from 
Washington that the Reconstruction Finance Cor- 
poration had signed the papers providing for the 
loan of $62,000,000 to the bridge district. 

The district only has to await action by the 
State Legislature to authorize the State Highway 
Commission to appropriate necessary funds for 
building of approaches. Work is expected to begin 
early in the new year with the awarding of the 
contracts. 


THE SAN FRANCISCO BANK 


SAVINGS COMMERCIAL 


TRUST 


INCORPORATED FEBRUARY 10TH, 1868 


One of the Oldest Banks in California, the Assets of which have 
never been increased by mergers or consolidations with other Banks 


MEMBER ASSOCIATED SAVINGS BANKS OF SAN FRANCISCO 


526 California Street, San Francisco, Cal. 


June 30th, 1932 


Assets— 
United States and Other Bonds 


(value $65,931,292.00) on books at............$ 62,640,540.16 


Loans on Bonds and Other Securities....... 
Bank Buildings and Lots, 

(value over $2,125,000.00) on books at 
Other Real Estate 


(value over $460,000.00) on books at........ 


ascevenee 72,824,280.46 


-  1,383,523.04 


Pension Fund (value over $780,000.00),on books at 1.00 


Cash 


16,929,551.85 


sensesensenseensensensens 15377 7,898.51 


Liabilities— 
Due Depositors. 


| 

| 

| Loans on Real Estate.............. pe 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| Capital Stock 


Total 


$147,577,898.51 
:000,000.00 
5,200,000.00 


aan-a-an-——----- $153,777, 898.51 


The following additional statement may be of interest to the Depositers of the Bank: 
The Earnings of the Bank for the entire Fiscal Year ending June 30th, 1932 were 
as follows: 


Income. 
Expenses and Taxes 


7,452,861.44 
875,666.62 


Net Profits_______$6,577,194.82 
The above does not include Interest dus on Loans but not yet collected 


MISSION BRANCH 


BRANCH a ak 
it Belvedere Streets 
"West Portal Ave. and Ulloa St 


ARK-PRESIDO % 
HAIGHT STREET BRANCH = 
WEST PORTAL BRANCH : 


Dividends on Deposits as declared quarterly by the Board 


‘ors, are Computed Monthly and 
Quarterly, and may be withdrawn quarterly. 
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SUBMITS WAGE REPORT 


The report of the Civil Service Commission on 
the prevailing wage scales was submitted to the 
Board of Supervisors this week. It is the result of 
patient and close study on the part of the com- 
mission, which held many hearings and received 
data on the subject from all available sources. 

Advance sheets of the new scale data show that 
Present wages prevailing on public work are ap- 
proximately 20 per cent lower than the scale last 
approved by the Supervisors. - 

The Supervisors are required under the city 
charter to adopt an official schedule of wage scales 
twice yearly—on or before the first Monday of 
January and July. The last schedule was that 
adopted in July, 1931. 

Published statements to the effect that the scales 
submitted this week by the commission are “any- 
where from 30 to 40 per cent higher than actual 
wages being paid in private work” are stated by 
members of the Civil Service Commission to be 
erroneous. 
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SHOULD JOIN THE UNION 


“Spreading it on thick,” is what one waitress in 
Philadelphia calls her hours of work. She has 
been working a fifteen-hour day, seven days a 
week, with two lunch periods of an hour each day, 
making a thirteen-hour day and a ninety-one hour 
week. Proceedings have been instituted against 
her employer for violation of the woman’s law. 


Phone MArket 0170 UNION STORE 


BROWN & KENNEDY 


FLORAL ARTISTS 
Funeral Work a Specialty—Lowest Prices 


3089 Sixteenth St., Near Valencia San Francisco 


FOOD SHOP 


FIFTH near MARKET STREET 


